Large sliding inguinal hernias involving the urinary bladder are rare. If left untreated, the effect can be devastating, leading to bladder infarction, perforation or obstruction. The urinary bladder is involved in 1-4% of all inguinal hernias.
DESCRIPTION
Large sliding inguinal hernias involving the urinary bladder are rare. If left untreated, the effect can be devastating, leading to bladder infarction, perforation or obstruction. The urinary bladder is involved in 1-4% of all inguinal hernias. 1 Review of the literature reveals that large scrotal cystoceles are very rare, occurring in fewer than 1% of cases and are diagnosed preoperatively in less than 7% of cases. 2 An ultrasound and CT of the scrotum and pelvis can aid in the evaluation of a scrotal cystocele (figures 1 and 2) . 3 When identified, the patient should have prompt surgical intervention to prevent complications that include haematuria, fistulas, sepsis, bladder infarction and hydronephrosis. 2 3 Herniorraphies are performed through inguinal incisions. However, there are case reports of success with laparoscopic and robotic techniques with scrotal cystoceles. 
